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Now fifty years old, Katokole’s fortunes have changed thanks 
to his involvement in the cassava sector of the Irish Aid-funded 
Root and Tuber Crops for Agricultural Transformation (RTC-
ACTION) project. In 2015 Katokole began growing an acre of 
cassava among his other crops on a trial basis. Cassava is a 
crop that needs no fertilizers or chemicals, requires less labor 
to plant and harvest than most other crops. The added income 
Katokole earned from selling cassava roots motivated him to 
expand his production in subsequent years. 
Katokole’s story began when he was approached by cassava 
technicians from the International Institute for Tropical 
Agriculture (IITA) and Malawi’s Department for Agricultural 
Research Services (DARS) who were working on the RTC-
ACTION project. This was during the 2017-2018 planting 
season. Based on his commitment, the project team requested 
Katokole to supply cassava seed for distribution to other 
farmers. Prior to this interaction, Katokole had only considered 
the cassava root as the marketable portion of the cassava plant; 
he did not imagine you could use the stems as seed for the 
next growing season.
Malawian farmers embrace cassava seed cultivation 
All his life in Malawi, 
Harrison Katokole has 
been growing crops 
such as maize, beans 
and soya to feed his 
family. When he can, 
he sells the surplus 
for household income 
to meet his most 
pressing needs. Rarely 
was he able to do 
more than that. 
Katokole poses for a photo in his cassava field. Credit IITA/ E. Mwale
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Figure 2. Aerial view of Katokole’s new cassava field. Credit IITA/ E. Mwale.
Seeing his enthusiasm for selling cassava stems, RTC-
ACTION approached Katokole to ask his interest in 
becoming a certified seed multiplier, which he accepted 
immediately. After completing the training course 
provided by IITA and DARS, Katokole was registered 
with the Seed Services Unit in the Malawian Ministry of 
Agriculture and he embarked on his new venture. He 
sold 3,400 bundles of stems, earning USD 6,000 (MK 5 
million) his first planting season.  In 2019, Katokole sold 
more clean seed to other farmers and organizations, 
where his profit doubled. Furthermore, he also earned 
additional income selling the roots after harvesting the 
stems for seed.  
Encouraged by this success, Katokole has purchased a 
28-hectare field to grow more cassava and he plans to 
make other long-term investments using proceeds from 
his wonder crop. He feels confident about his investment 
because he has seen how cassava grows well with few 
inputs and under changing climatic conditions. 
Katokole and his fellow cassava famers continue to 
face challenges due to cassava disease and finding 
reliable links to the market. RTC-ACTION continues 
to help farmers overcome these obstacles while also 
directing energy towards understanding market trends, 
developing new cassava varieties, and improving 
nutrition and agribusiness for smallholder farming 
families.
With his additional earnings from cassava, Katokole has 
built four houses, all which are supplied with electricity, 
and now rears 45 cows. But more than any physical 
possession, Katokole values his self-reliance and wants 
to inspire others in his community.
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